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eTEA Update - Jan. 12, 2009

Your Staff: Ann Gallagher, Carole Mumford, Brian Szaks, Gene Jeffers

TEA Activities

Feb. 18 - 5:30 pm - GB Mixer, Gordon Biersch Restaurant, Burbank

Feb. 24-25, Paris, France - Total Inmersion Open House - see page 9 for details

March 5 - Western Div.: Golf Tournament, Details/RSVP Brian Leonard brianl@dillonworks.com
March 6-7 - TEA Summit, Anaheim. SOLD OUT

March 7 - TEA’s Thea Awards presented by Economics Research Associates

March 25 - TEA Mixer at TiLEzone London - see page 8 for details

April 25-26 - Europe & Middle East Div. - Mixer at DEAL, Dubai

For the latest info on TEA events, check our website calendar - www.TEAConnect.org

Thea Awards Look To Be Another Great Event!
Once again, the TEA Summit has sold out! But we
still have a limited number of seats for the Thea

THE I)[l_l ANNUAL Awards on March 7. Don’t miss out on this once a
p year major event. Be sure you are in the Disney-

/ AWADNC land Hotel Grand Ballroom as we again celebrate

T ] \\—\l— B our industry, reconnect with old friends, and meet
=N new people. This is a “must attend” event for our

\ industry, especially this year. Join us as we honor

At Bob Ward, Epcot and all the amazing people who

worked on that project, and on the other outstand-

ing attractions from around the world.

And don’t forget the TEA Western Division Golf
Outing March 5! Another great chance to network,
relax and enjoy yourself in the company of old
friends and new connections!

HRESSUMMEVATHEA
Serious About This Industry? O
Then You Don’t Want to'Miss the

TEA Summit/March 6-7!
Theme: “Business Survival

H H L) Date: Thursday March 5th, 2009
I n A S h rm kl n g E CO n O my I.m:lnn:lﬂruwher:r Farms Golf Club REPRESEN TiNG
Program Info beginning p. 9 e e b RS

PLACES A ERPERIENCER

News - Event Photos - Event Reviews - Announcements - Membership Information - Releases

Click this banner or follow the link from our homepage! B
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http://www.themedentertainmentassociation.blogspot.com/
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Getting Together:
Why It Is So Important This Year

Two of the Themed Entertainment Association’s main events will quickly be upon
us: the TEA Summit and the Thea Awards Gala, March 6-7 at the Disneyland Hotel
in Anaheim. The Theas allow us to come together to appreciate and celebrate the
work of our members. The Summit provides us with the opportunity for insights
into existing and new markets and to learn about ways of approaching projects
and coping with economic challenges. All in all a great use of a few days - and if
you golf, we are working on a new outing for that.

At last month’s TEA planning meeting, the air was thick with uncertainty (yes, | am talking about the
economy). Over the last month, that uncertainty seems to have grown even thicker. Airports, hotels
and planes that were once filled now seem comparably spacious. So if you haven’t yet booked your
trip to Anaheim, accommodations are probably still easy to find. In times like these, it's important to pull
together, to stand with your community. Getting together with your peers at the Summit and the Theas
can put you on the way to finding your next project or your fellow team members for that project.

The association is fortifying its other resources with your needs in mind. The TEA job board is available
to post your résumé, or run that “help wanted” ad. At the International Board level a procedure is
afoot to help former employees of TEA members, who have lost their positions to downsizing, become
associate members with access to the job board and other, members-only support. | have been told
we will soon have a formal proposal to review. These and other TEA member services will help keep
talented folks in the industry loop.

My father often repeated the classic line that charity begins at home. If you are a producer, designer,
developer, please do what you can to help our association grow. Feed your TEA family first — choose
your team from the TEA membership. Start by consulting the TEA membership directory. For assistance,
call the TEA office, stop by one of the division mixers, attend the Summit and Thea Awards. Someone
will be able to make a match for you. If you must seek outside vendors, encourage them to join and
become part of the TEA talent pool.

Networking has always been one of the main reasons to join TEA. Let’s do what we can to spread the
available work to our fellow members first, and have some fun while we do it. | look forward to seeing
some of you at the next Gordon Biersch mixer, and/or at the Summit. Better yet, if you want to see me
in a tux... for the third time in my life... you’ll have to make it to the Theas!

Cheers and hope to see you at a TEA event soon!
Steve Thorburn, PE

President, TEA International Board
Thorburn Associates, Inc.
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Members in the News

Vitala Group in Vietnam

Dr. Wolf Vierich, chairman of the Vitala Group of Companies, and Mr. Nguyen
Van Liem, chairman of Hanh Liem Group, signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing for Vitala Group to carry out and approve eight separate project feasibil-
ity studies and to project finance all approved projects in Vietnam. Most projects
are situated within the Ho CHI Minh City district and include mixed use apart-
ments, offices, leisure services, a hotel, and a themed entertainment project, as
well as a resort project in Khanh Haa province. More info, www.vitalagroup.com

" :

The Hettema Group Counts Down To Change
: America | AM: The African American BanM

Imprint exhibit opened Jan. 15 in

= Philadelphia. Based on an original working with _

concept design by The Hettema designers, architects & producerls

a Group, the exhibit is slated for a four to get it done
year, 10 stop national tour. Present-
ed by Tavis Smiley at Philadelphia’s
National Constitution Center, the
opening capped a multi-month effort
by organizers Arts and Exhibitions
International and Cincinnati Museum
Center, with design team The Het-
tema Group and exhibit producer
Nancy Seruto of Seruto & Company.

The exhibit poses WEB Du Bois’ 1903 question: “Would America be
America without her Negro people?” Smiley explains “That is the
quote that | wanted to create and design this exhibit around. There
is a back story to Barack Obama and this exhibit really is that back
story.” More info: Pat Mackay pmackay@thehettemagroup.com

EESTUDIDS I N C.

THEMATIC DESIGN
& FARRICATION

The first and anly firm
in the industry to offer a

FIVE YEAR

warranty!

viglt toylerstiudios comlea
lo learn maore,

1320 Harman Drive
Rantoul, IL GIBEE
217893 4874

www.baamproductions.com
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More Members in the News

Thinkwell names Danny Hartigan as Director of Creative.

Thinkwell, a leading creator of experience-based entertainment worldwide, adds industry veteran Danny Harti-
gan to its team as Director of Creative. Hartigan brings more than two decades of experience as a writer, direc-
tor and performer for entertainment genres from improvisational comedy and audience participation theater to
film, video, and theme park attractions. For the last 12 years he served as principal of Hartigan Wade, special-
ists in writing, directing and development for the theme park market, creating attractions at Universal Studios
Hollywood, Universal Studios Japan, Epcot Center and Disneyland Paris.

“I've worked with Danny over a decade on a wide variety of projects,” says Craig Hanna, one of Thinkwell’s
founding principals and the company’s Chief Creative Officer. “As Director of Creative, Danny will be both over-
seeing creative and content development and will also serve as Creative Director on a wide variety of projects.”
More info: Jeanine Schechter Jacobi, jeanine@freshpr.net

Help Us Help Build Better Member Benefits

Please take a few minutes to take the TEA Industry Survey by clicking here! You'll be helping
yourself and the industry by completing the survey! We need your input to better meet you
rneeds! Do it now, please! Initial results of the survey will be shared by Centurion Consulting
Group’s Barbara Lewis at the TEA Summit. You'll want to be there!

Click Here

THORBURN -
ASSOCIATES

DESIGN AND ENGINEERING

Jimmy Buffet’s “Margaritaville”

Experience the satisfaction of seeing your
vision materialize.

We create environments that connect with guests' desires
and inspire solutions that foster memorable experiences.

With over 10,000 hotel rooms and over a million square feet of
conference space in more than 50 hotels, resorts, casinos and
themed entertainment venues, VOA consistently ranks among
the world's top Architecture, Planning and Interior Design Firms.

Create + Inspire + Connect

Data/Telecom

VOA Associates Incorporated
Architecture, Planning and Interior Design

Jonathan F. Douglas, AIA, Managing Principal
4776 New Broad Street, Suite 200

Orlando, Florida 32814

407.425.2500 www.voa.com

www.TA-Inc.com 510-886-7826
San Francisco Raleigh-Durham Los Angeles
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More Members in the News

George Mayer Joins Sparks
Sparks, an award-winning global event marketing agency, announced today that George Mayer has joined
Sparks as Senior Vice President of Museum Services, working out of the Philadelphia headquarters. In this
new position, George will focus on creating opportunities for growth within the cultural and museum mar-
kets, building on Sparks’ extensive project experience. Prior to joining Sparks, George spent seven years as
Vice President, Museum Services with Art Guild,
Inc., and 16 years as VP Museum Services with
Maltbie, Inc. Said Dave Piper, Sparks Managing
Director, Museums, Attractions, and Experiences, o B “Wgta L T EESTgT 1l R™ 481
“Throughout George’s career he has done much
to advance the art of museum exhibition. We are
excited to have him bring his skill and experience
to the Sparks team.” “We’re fortunate to have
such a high-caliber professional join our team, and
I’'m confident in George’s ability to help establish
Sparks as the preeminent museum and themed
environment provider in the industry,” said Sparks
President David S. Sudjian. More info: Peter Jor-
dan pjordan@sparksonline.com

Sparks’ LG Exhibit Shines at CES
Sparks stepped up and exceeded LG’s expecta-
tions for their new exhibit at the 2009 CES, deliver-
ing in just six weeks a stunning, massive 22,000
square foot pavilion that was greeted with critical
acclaim and generated enough buzz to last well
beyond the four-day conference. In a sea of blue-
and-white competitors, LG surprised visitors with
an elegant and sophisticated environment that
clearly stood out from the pack. Reinforcing ele-
ments of LG’s global retail branding, the exhibit
was ouftfitted in a sleek, minimal color palette with
a rich, red “ribbon” that defined the space while
providing a suggested traffic-flow, ensuring visi-
tors would be treated to the complete LG “Life’s
Good” experience. Attendees
were initially enticed by two
walls of high-resolution, super-
narrow-framed, ultra-thin LCD
televisions that displayed excit-
ing media. Visitors were greeted
by larger-than-life models of
LG’s Dare touchscreen phone,
interactive personal seating pods
showcasing music phones, styl-
ishly appointed home theaters,

a giant interactive touchscreen,
the world’s first 3G watch phone DESIGN DEVELOPMENT « SET CONSTRUCTION « SPECIAL EFFECTS « THEATRICAL RIGGING « FLYING

equipped with a touchscreen, Museums,Theme Parks, TV Studios, Casinos, Theatres & Live Events
and more. Live presentations on -

six different technologies were 416.410.1102 www.performancesolutions.net Performance

run consecutively every hour. celebrating our 20th anniversary OLUTIONS

. DESIGN < DEVELOP « DELIVER
More info: Peter Jordan

pjordan@sparksonline.com
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More Members in the News

Jack Frost Trail Ices Up

The Real Theming Company (formerly The Retail
Theatre Co.) have designed and installed a Magical
Forest Landscape for Warick Castle in the UK. The
MErlin Entertainments Heritage site invited RTC to
design and build a selection of Faux Ice structures to
be positioned along a forest trail in the historic castle
courtyard. RTC created a selection of architectural
and mythological structures to appear to be made
from ice to compliment the Jack Frost enchanted trail.
Clive Powell, Director of RTC said “This project was a
delight to work on... Merlins forward thinking gave us
the kind of brief that we specialize in... bringing a true theme to life.”

More info: www.therealthemingco.com

New Contact Information:

RTC Ltd. - The Real Theming Company Ltd. Tel: +44(0)1257 452900
Theme House, Park Hall Road Mob. +44(0)7786 858767
Charnock Richard, Lancashire info@therealthemingco.com
PR7 5LP UK www.therealthemingco.com
MODERN
MASTERS.

inspiration comes in many forms...
..ours comesinacan_

Your Source for
Theme Inspired Paints and Coatings

EEEIRE  Metallic Paint 4. METAL

uminescent Paints

Industry Partners

E 1@%\ m/\RC/\T

(800) 942-3166 * modernmasters.com

825 East Cooley Avenue
San Bernardino, CA 92408 [
| (909) 799-3030 www.garn 0
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RFPs/Opportunities
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We apologize if some of the deadlines are very short. We understand the problem, but feel that it
is important to list projects even when they have relatively short deadlines, leaving the decision to

respond or not up to you.

UK Edinburgh - museum architectural construction engineering.
Deadline is Feb. 16. email Brian@TEAConnect.org and ask for UK
Edinburgh museum.

UK Liverpool museum exhibition services. Deadline is Feb. 27.
email Brian@TEAConnect.org and ask for UK Liverpool museum.

France Marseille visitor center. Doc is in French. Deadline is
March 3. email Brian@TEAConnect.org and ask for France Mar-
seille visitor center.

California Los Angeles visitor center design build. Deadline is
March 11. email Brian@TEAConnect.org and ask for California Los
Angeles visitor center.

Czech Republic Prague museum exhibition services. Doc is in
Czech. Deadline is March 13. email Brian@TEAConnect.org and
ask for Czech Republic Prague museum.

UK Glenrothes museum display designer. Deadline is March 13.
email Brian@TEAConnect.org and ask for UK Glenrothes museum
display.

France Pantin sound and light equipment rental (three years). Doc
is in French. Deadline is March 16. email Brian@TEAConnect.org
and ask for France Pantin sound and light.

France Chartres AV and lighting equipment. Doc is in French.
Deadline is March 24. email Brian@TEAConnect.org and ask
for France Chartres AV.

Belgium Antwerp mobile multimedia. Doc is in Dutch. Deadline is
March 30. email Brian@TEAConnect.org and ask for Belgium
Antwerp mobile.

France Paris multimedia installation. Doc is in French. Deadline is

March 31. email Brian@TEAConnect.org and ask for France Paris
multimedia.

Help Us Help Build
Better Member Benefits

Please take a few minutes to take the TEA Industry Survey by
clicking here! You'll be helping yourself and the industry by com-
pleting the survey! We need your input to better meet your needs!
Do it now, please! Initial results of the survey will be shared by
Centurion Consulting Group’s Barbara Lewis at the TEA Summit.
You'll want to be there!

Click Here

Turn YOUR creativity into
Engineered Entertainment with
RANDO PRODUCTIONS

s SNOILDNAOdd OANVY

= MOCK UR : -_\. |__|: r._"!'r'-f_'..i

CREATING TOMORROWS ENTERTAINMENT TODAY

INDUSTRIES SERVED

Thame-park

Musewm / Aguarum

Mobfle Entertalnment Systems

Others requidng
speclalty equipment

OUR COMBINED
EXPERIENCE COVERS:

1 CONCEFT THRU COMPLETION

Turnkey Syitams

7 SPECIAL EFFECTS

Fugl, simukey, warler + flame chiects

& MECHANIGAL EFFECTS

EHOW ACTION EQUIPMENT
Hydraulics, prvurmirtios, rging

5 THEMED SCENERY /.

THEME PARK PARADE FLOATS
Autormartion imd corrtrol systonrs

5 ENGINEERING SERVICES

Faclity intertace determination
Equipment devidopment
Troubleshooting

4 CUSTOM RENTAL EQUIPMENT

Turntables, rolling rooms, pumps,
heavy brues, Limks,
|

el

2 EMONSTHATION

= HAPIDPROTOTYFING . &

LN

‘I

818.982.4300

RANDOPRODUCTIONS.COM
[oer@randoproductions, com
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TEA MIXER - THE FUEL BAR
COVENT GARDEN - LONDON UK

WEDNESDAY 25" MARCH 2009

REPRESENTING
CREATORS oF

COMPELLING 18.30hrs - Late

PLACES s EXPERIENCES

The Enropean and Middle East Divigion wonld like to announce the first regional mixer for

London and the South East, The first mixer is timed to coincide and support TiLEzone — see
details below,

The mixer will start in the bar, and we can arrange tables but need to commit to numbers. The
mixer 15 open lo all TEA members and their mvited guests, and to all attendees at the

TiLEzone in the London Transport Museum, bul please let us know as soon as possible —
numbers WILL be limmled.

RSVP - Eurcevenls(@ leaconnect.org

Enguines or sponsorshup — alan. wilking ondid eleclrogonmic. com or

kevin.murphy@evenlcomm.com

Directions and immformabion - www. [uelbar.co.uk

TEA Websile - www. leaconmecl.org

.;‘:A‘-

- Sustainable Design & Technologies
the challenges & opportunities offered to Leisure Venues & Atoractions
London Transport Museum, Covent Garden Fazza, London WCZ2E 7EE

Wednesday 25th March 2009 www. tileweb. org|
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OPEN HQU_SE_ February 24-25 2009
IN VITATION Paris-France

Experience the magic of next generation attractions

LIVE THE
EXPERIENCE

BE AMONG THE FIRST

to experience our Interactive 3D Live Show!

Experience our other amusement park solutions for attractions, gueue
lines and retall.

Get a sneak peak into our @home solution, a wonderful marketing tool
which enables guests to prolong park experiences in their homes.

Tuesday, February 24th
Wednedday, Tebriary osth, 2009

Show hours: 11am,12pm,2pm,3pm,4pm,5pm,6pm

RSVP before FEBRUARY 18TH, 2009
Contact or email to book your trip
to the future today!

Astrid Moulieras
33.1.46.25.97.43
33.6.26.88.06.70
astrid.moulieras@t-immersion.com

Total Immersion
22 rue Edouard Nieuport
92150 Suresnes, France

TOTALIMMERSION
L
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eTEA Update, February 12, 2009

Looking For Talent?
Opportunities?
Check Out TEA's
Job Board!

Job Seekers

Chok Here

Empluyeﬁ

Chck Hare

CRSEALTS You B
oty ~
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" = 5 %-
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In branding yourself apart from the competition or
keeping your venue new and unique, dynamic colored
lighting can play a major part.

Martin Professional has over two decades f
of creating exciting venues and unique Ma rtln
experiences through the application of

dynamic color and design. www.martin.com
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